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Appl.No.: 10/015,617 

Amdt dated 02/14/2006 

Reply to Office action of December 1 5, 2005 

ttVMARKS/ ARGUMENTS 
In the final Office Action dated December 15, 2005, Claims 1-2, and 9-12 were rejected 
under 35U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese Patent No. JP 10190796 A to 
Horiuchi ("Horiuchi"). Claims 3-8. 13, 15 and 17-28 were rejected nnder 35 U-S-C. § 103(a) as 
being obvioxis over Horiucbi. while Claims 3-7, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25 and27 we rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over Horiuchi in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,394.913 to Zezza, 
Jr. ("Zezza"). As explained bdow, Applicant respectfuUy submits that the claimed invention of 
independent Claim 1, and by dependency 2-13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, and 27, is patcntably 
distinct from the Horiuchi patent, taken either individually or in combination viitii Zezza. As 
such, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and aUowance of all of the pending claims 
of the present application. 

Claim 1 of the present application is directed to an electronic device comprising a 
housing and a cover connected by a binge. The hinge comprises a flexible pivot member about 
which the cover may pivot with respect to tiie housing between an open and a closed position of 
the electronic device. The housing and tiie cover are also interconnected by at least one resilient 
biasing staip. The at least one biasing strap is configured to bias tiie cover inti) the open position 
in which tiie cover extends away from tiie housing. The at least one biasing strap is made from a 
material vrfiich does not change length when the cover is opened. 

Horiuchi is directed to a removable case for a flip-type mobile telephoae. The mobile 
phone is a flip-type mobile phone having two portions Al and A2 tiiat are connected by a 
conventional barrel-type hinge A3. The removable fabric case comprises a h&sc fabric 1 for 
covering tiie outside face of a mobile telephone. The base fabric 1 has "bag sJiape" housing parts 

3 and 4 at each end. These bag-shaped housing parts fonn respective openings 3a and 4a for 
each receiving one of tiie two portions Al and A2 of tiie flip-type mobUe phone. The base fabric 
1 comprises a fabric hinge part 5 tiiat is positioned in tiie base febric 1 so as to cover the outside 
of tiie phone in tfie region of tiie hinge A3. The fabric hinge part 5 is formed from elastic 
material, such as syntiietic rubber. When tiie flip-type phone is placed in a closed position, tiie 
elastic material 5 is stretched lengtiiwise providing tension between tiie two housing parts 3 and 

4 of tiie removable case. The fabric case fiuther comprises an attaching part 2 for attaching one 
housing part of tiie case 3 to tiie otiier housing part of tiie case 4 in order to hold the case (and 
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thereby the phone contained therein) in a dosed position. Thus, when the attaching part 2 is 
released, the phone automatically opens due to tl.e tension caused by the tendency of the elastic 
fabric hinge part 5 to retum to its original length. See Horiuchi, Abstracts of Japan and the 
machine translation. 

Horiuchi does not teach or suggest at least the following aspects of the claimed invention: 
(1) Horiuchi does not teach or suggest a housing and a cover connected by a hinge, where the 
i.;^p. r^^nrised - f^v^hi^ nivot member: (2) Horiuchi does not teach or suggest an 
electronic device having bo& a hinge comprising a flexible pivot member and at least one 
resilient biasing strap; and (3) Horiuchi does not teach or suggest a resUient biasing strap where 
the at least one b;..in>. .tran is mi >^f fr-^m » material whirh doe.s not change kggfe when the 
cover is opened. 

I. Horiuchi does not teach or suggest a hinge comprising a flexible pivot member. 

Independent Claim 1 recites "a housing and a cover connected by a hinge, the hinge 
comprising a flexible pivot member about which the cover may pivot with respect to the housing 
between an open and a closed position of the electronic device." Figure 1 of tlie present 
appUcation shows the flexible member 5. As explained in the specification of the present 
appUcation, the flexible member 5 joins the front casing 2 to the cover 4 and i.s preferably made 
ofa rubber oi polymer material. 5« the specification, page 3. Unes 29-31. TJie flexible member 
5 limits sideways movement of the cover 4 relative to the housing and prevents it fiom twisting. 
See the specification, page 2, lines 31-33. 

Although Horiuchi discloses a hinge A3 connecting two portions of a mobile device, 
Horiuchi does not teach or suggest where the hinge is comprised of a "flexible pivot member" as 
recited by independent Claim 1. In contrast to tiie claimed invention, Hormchi describes a more 
conventional barrel-type hinge where each of the two phone portions has at least one cylindrical 
barrel, tiie barrels of the two phone portions being connected via a hinge pm disposed witiiin the 
barrels. 

The Office Action cites fabric hinge part 5 of Horiuchi as teaching the flexible pivot 
member of Claim 1 . Claim 1 , however, recites that the housing and the covei member are 
connected by the hinge, and that tiie cover member pivots Rbpnt the flexible memb^ with respect 
to the housmg. In contrast, the fabric hinge part 5 of Horiuchi connects tiie two portions of the 
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removable fabric case that fits over the mobile phone. Fabric binge part 5 of Hcriuchi does not 
connect the two portions r.f th. n,obileohone itself and, instead uses hinge A3 i or that purpose. 
Similarly, in Horiuchi the two portions of the mobile phone pivot about the hinge A3, and not 
about the fabric hinge part 5. Fuxthermore, the specification of the present invention descnbas 
how the flexible member 5 limits sideways movement of the cover 4 relative to the housmg and 
prevents it from twisting. S.. the specification, page 2. lines 3 1-3 3. It appears aS though 
Horiuchi uses hinge A3 to prevent twisting of one phone portion relative to the other. The 
flexible febiic hinge part 5 of Horiuchi would do Uttle, if anything, to prevent twisting of one 
portion of the phone relative to the other portion. Thus, for at least all of the reasons outlined 
above, neither the fabric hinge part S nor the hinge A3 of Horiuchi teach or su^;gest "a housing 
and a cover connected by a hinge, the hinge comprising a flexible pivot memb.>r about which the 
cover may pivot with respect to the housing," as recited by independent Claim 1 . 
2. Horiuchi does not teach or suggest an electronic device having bath a hinge comprising a 
flexible pivot member and at least one resilient biasing straps 

Independent Claim 1 redtes «an eledronic device comprising a housing and a cover 
connected by a hinge, the hinge comprising a flexible pivot member . . . , Mli ousing and the 
^ ^v^ .ISO being inte -^^nn..t.d hv at le°^ '^^^ re.ni.nt biasing strap" Thus, Claim 1 recites that 
the hinge (comprismg a flexible pivot member) and the one resiUent biasing snap are two 
separate and distinct structures. Figures 1, 4A, and 4B of the present application show ho^ the 
flexible pivot member 5 Cabeled S m Figure 1 and not labeled in Figures 4A and 4B) is used as 
Ihe hinge connecting the cover 4 to the housing (2 and 3). Figures 4A and 4B finther show how 
straps 30 are separate structures configured to bias the cover 4 into the open position. The Office 
Action cites the fabric hinge part 5 of HoriucH as anticipating both the flexible pivot member 
andtheresiUentbiasingstrapoftheclaimedinvention. Since Claim 1 recites an electronic 
device comprising two separate structures (a flexible pivot member and also a resilient biasing 
strap), the smgle-structure fabric hinge part 5 of Horiuchi does not anticipate a device having 
both a flexible pivot member and a resUicnt biasing strap. Even if hinge A3 raid fabric hinge part 
5 of Horiuchi are both cited as anticipating the flexible pivot member and the resilient biasing 
strap of the claimed invention. Horiuchi does not teach the flexible pivot member (as described 
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in Secto 1 above) or <bo r«ffieffl biasing strap (« described in Section 3 below) of ind^nd«.t 

Claim 1. 

3. Horiuchi does not teach or suggest a resilient biasing strap v>here the at least one biasing 
strap is made from a material which does not change length when the cover is opened. 

Claim 1 further recites 'the housing and the cover also being interconnected by at least 
one resiUent biasing strap. . . . wherein the at least one binnnp is made from a matppal 
.^^.h A... not chanr- '--^ -"^^ As described by the specification, in 

one embodiment of the claimed invention, the resiHent biasing strap is made ofmctal. Figures 
4A^C show hov. the resilient biasing strap 30 bends as the cover is opened and closed fcutdogs 
n^^r>l,.n..len^ (to any substantial degree). The "resiliency" of the biasing .trap is its 
tendency to return to its unbent shape (e.g., the shape of the strap when the cover 4 is in the open 
position). In contrast, Horiuchi discloses a fabric hinge part 5 made of elastic fabrics or elastic 
materials, such as synthetic rubber, that stretch and change length when the phone is opened and 
closed. Specifically, Horiuchi describes how the stretching of, or the "telescopic motion" of, the 
fabric hinge re^on 5 provides tension between the two portions of the removable telephone case 
thereby providing an automatic opening fimction for the telephone in the case. See, eg. Horiuchi 
machine translation. H 0017 and 0020; see also Horiuchi, Patent Abstracts of Japan, Thus, 
Horiuchi does not teach or suggest a biasing strap made from a material that does not change 
length when the cover is opened, as recited by independent Claim 1 . 

Notably, it appears as though the Office Action may confuse the "resilient biasing strap" 
of the claimed invention with the "flexible pivot member" of the claimed invention. See the 
Office Action, page 2, at bottom, and page 6. SpecificaUy. the specification states that the 
flexible member might be made of a synthetic rubber. The specification does not specifically 
state that the resilient member is made of a synthetic rubber, as the Office Action seems to 
suggest. While the tesilient member of the claimed invention could conceivably be made of 
synthetic rubber or any other polymer, the lesUient member would be configured to not change 
length when the cover is opened, as recited by independent Claim 1 and in contrast to the 

Horiuchi device. 

Furthermore, Claun 1 recites that the biasmg strap interconnects the housing and the 
cover. Figures 4A, 4B. and 4C of the present application show how strap 30 interconnects the 
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cover4to the housing (2 ..d3). These figures sho^ how tl« strap 30 is connected atone endto 
the cover 4 and at the other end to tl.e housing (2 and 3). to contrast, the fabric hinge part 5 of 
Horiuchi connects only the two portions of the removable febric case for the phone and not the 
portions of me phone themselves. While hirige A3 of Horincbi may interconnect two portions of 
an electrornc device, hinge A3 is not a resilient biasing strap as recited by independent Claim 1. 

For at least all of the reasons describes above. Horiuchi does not teadi or suggest the 
invention recited by independer^t Claim 1 . As such. Applicant respectfiiUy submits that the 
claimed invention of independent Claim 1, and by dependency 2-13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, and 
27 is patentably distinct &om the Horiuchi patent, thereby overcoming the rejection of 
independent Claim 1 and certain of the dependent claims as being either anticipated or rendered 
obvious by Horiuchi. 
4, The Zezza Patent 

AppUcants would also like to point out that the Zezza patent, which is ased in 
combination with Horiuchi to reject Claims 3-7. 17, 19, 21, 23, 25 and 27 und^ 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a), is not directed to the housmg of an electronic device. Zezza is instead directed to ahmge 
for leather goods, such as a wallet or billfold. Furthermore, the Office Aetion cites the leaves 30 
of Zezza as teaching the resilient straps of the claimed invention. Leaves 30, however, are not m 
any way involved in biasing the hinge or the portions of the wallet or billfold. Therefore. Zezza 
does not teach or suggest a resilient biasing strap wherein the at least one biasing strap is 
configored to bias the cover into the open position in which the cover extends away from the 
housing, as recited by independent Claim 1 . 

In particular relative to the clahn recitations highlighted above. Zezza does not teacb or 
suggest ahinge comprising a flexible pivot member, a resiUent biasing strap instructed of a 
material that does not change length when the cover is opened or an electronic device having 
both a hinge comprising a flexible pivot member and at least one resiUent biasing strap, to fiact, 
the Official Action cited Zezza for other purposes and does not contend that Zezza teaches or 
suggests any of Ihe foregouig claim recitations. Thus, even if Zezza were combmed with 
Horiuchi. the combination of the references does not teach or suggest independem Claim I or 

any of the claims that depend therefrom for each of the reasons described more fiilly above to 



-6- 

CXT01/4791661V1 



PAGE 7/8 « RCVD AT 2114/2006 1:52:35 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/28 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID:7044441 1ir DURATION (min-ss):02-26 



02/14/2006 13:56 FAX 7044441111 



ALSTON BIRD LL 



@00$ 



AppLNo.: 10/015.617 

Amdt. dated 02/14/2006 

Reply to Office action of December 15, 2005 

conjunction with Horiuchi. The rejection of Claims 3-7, 17. 19, 21, 23, 25 and 27 as bemg 
obvious over the combination of Horiuchi and Zezza is therefore also overcome. 

ConclusiOMi 

In view of the foregoing remarks presented above, it is rcspectfiilly subn^itted lhat all of 
the claims of the present appUcatioii are in condition for immediate aUowance. It is therefore 
respectfully requested that aNotice of Allowance be issued. The Examiner is encouraged to 
contact AppHcant's undersigned attorney to resolve any remaining issues in order to expedite 
examination of the present application. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required, 
beyond those that may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying ihis paper. 
However, in the event that additional extensions of time are necessary to allow consideration of 
this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned under 37 CFR § 1.136(a), and any fee required 
therefore (including fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Christopher W. McAvoy^_y 
Registration No. 57,055 
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